


  
An informative and entertaining presentation 

about New England’s colonial history 
 
 

New England's colonial 
meetinghouses embody 
an important yet little-
known chapter in 
American history. Built 
mostly with tax money, 
they served as both 
places of worship and 
places for town meetings, 
and were the centers of 
life in colonial New 
England communities. 
Using photographs of the 
few surviving "mint condition" meetinghouses as 
illustrations, Paul Wainwright tells the story of the society 
that built and used them, and the lasting impact they 
have had on American culture.  
 
 
To inquire about bringing this presentation to your venue, 

please contact the speaker directly: 
 

paul@paulwainwrightphotography.com 
 
 
 

 
“To understand the significance of the New England 
meetinghouse is to understand the power and promise of the 
American Dream.” 
 
Brent D. Glass, Director Emeritus, The National Museum of 
American History at the Smithsonian 
 

 

  
 

 
“Wainwright’s photographs are caretakers of memory and history.” 
 
Justin Shatwell, Yankee Magazine 
 

 
 
 

Inspired by the award-winning book: 
 

A Space for Faith 
The Colonial Meetinghouses of New England 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This presentation provides a solid overview of colonial 
society and its values through examining a type of 
building that many audiences may be familiar with in very 
general terms, but have never stopped to consider. It 
answers the Who, What, When, Where and Why 
questions of colonial meetinghouses, and makes the 
connections between the culture of those people who 
constructed these buildings and our democratic and 
community values today. 

 

 


